2007 North and South Dakota Sustainable Agriculture Mini-Grants
A Professional Development Program Sponsored by:
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Program Overview
Sustainable agriculture is about building the best agriculture that we can:
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the most sustainable approaches are the ones that come closest to meeting all three major goals.

This program funds educational activities that increase the knowledge and skills of agricultural educators in agricultural sustainability so they can better help Dakota farm families improve the economy, environment and quality of life of their operations.  The target audience is professional agricultural educators with Extension, Vocational Agriculture, other Governmental and Tribal Agencies, Lending Institutions, Agribusiness, and Non-Governmental Organizations, but volunteer agricultural educators will also be considered when they have a clear outreach plan.  Mini-grants can be for tours, workshops, on-farm research, etc., to achieve this goal.  
Mini-grants of up to $2000 will be awarded for projects that will be completed by October, 2007.  They can be used for speakers, facilities, travel, or other expenses (not for meals) related to professional development activities. Over $13,000 is still available for projects in 2007.  Priority will be given to programs or projects that are multi-county or regional, and involve farmers, consumers, commodity groups, other agencies, or nonprofit organizations in the planning and implementation of the proposed program.  Outreach is essential and standard evaluation forms will need to be used to assess the success of each mini-grant project.


Participants are asked to list the North Central Region Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education program as a program sponsor and to use the logo, where appropriate, on the agenda and publicity materials.  The coordinator (listed below) requires advance notice of activities for inclusion on our website.  For full payment, recipients will need to write a short summary report about the activity, including any research results, the number of participants, outcomes as a result of the activity, participant contact information and participant feedback.

The application is attached.  Applicants are asked to expand the spaces as needed to explain their project, goals and plans for outreach and evaluation.  The deadline for receiving mailed, faxed or emailed applications is 14 April 2007.
2007 North and South Dakota

Sustainable Agriculture Mini-Grant Application
Project Information

Project Title:

Project Leader:

Phone number:


E-mail:


Address:

Partners/Collaborators:

Project/Event Narrative (please include activities, locations and dates; expand as needed):

Application Questions (expand as needed)
1.  What do you (or the group of educators targeted) already know about this topic?

2.  What do you (or the group of educators targeted) hope to learn from this mini-grant project?

3.  How will this mini-grant contribute to your professional development and that of the group of educators targeted?

____ Educational programming

____ Engagement with new people or opportunities

____ Mastery of communication skills

____ Interpersonal relations

____ Leadership




____ Organizational Management

____ New knowledge and technical mastery

____ Ability to include diverse audiences

4.  How do you (or the group of educators targeted) plan to share this information with your producer audience?  Documentation of this information sharing after the event is requested.
____ Answer client questions

____ Develop new contacts and partners

____ Develop new programming
____ Bring new information into regular programming

____ Use in newsletters and media
____ Other (please explain)
5.  What specific change do you (or the group of educators targeted) hope to promote in your producer audience?  What actual changes do you hope they will implement?

6.  How will this proposed professional development activity help farmers and ranchers address economic, environmental and social issues?

7.  Please estimate the number of attendees in these categories and track these for your event:


Cooperative Extension Service Field Staff______


Cooperative Extension Specialists/State Staff_____


Other College and University Staff_____


Non-Profit/Non-Governmental Organizations_____


Agriculture Consultants/For-Profit_____


Farmers/Ranchers_____


NRCS_____


Other State/Federal/Tribal Agencies_____


Other_____

8.  If you are proposing to bring in a speaker or speakers, please provide a biographical sketch for each one.

Budget Details

Mini-Grant Funds Requested:

Other Funds Source:



Other Funds Amount:





Mini-Grant Contribution

Other Contributions

Travel



$




$

Operating/Supplies

$




$

Other



$




$

Totals



$




$

Budget Narrative (please explain and justify the proposed expenditures):

Awardees will be asked to report on what they learned and the results of their own project evaluations.  ALL educators who participate in this mini-grant activity will be asked to fill out a post-activity evaluation form from SARE, so collecting contact information will be essential.  Please send your completed application by 14 April 2007 to Frank Kutka at Dickinson Research Extension Center, 1041 State Ave, Dickinson, ND 58601;  or via fax at 701-483-2073; or via email at Frank.Kutka@ndsu.edu.
