
Grants Available to Small Businesses for Agricultural Related Research 
The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
makes competitively awarded grants to qualified small businesses to support high quality, advanced 
concepts research related to important scientific problems and opportunities in agriculture that could lead 
to significant public benefit if successful. 
 
SBIR provides funding in two phases. Phase I is to prove the scientific or technical feasibility of the 
proposed research and development efforts. Phase II is the principal research and development effort. 
Phase I project typically last 8 months while Phase II projects last 24 months. 
 
Phase I applications are due September 1, 2006 
 
USDA’s SBIR program has several topic areas: 

• Forests and Related Resources 
• Plant Production and Protection – Biology 
• Animal Production and Protection 
• Soil and Water Resources 
• Food Science and Nutrition 
• Rural and Community Development 
• Aquaculture 
• Industrial Applications 
• Marketing and Trade 
• Animal Manure Management 
• Small and Mid-Size Farms 
• Plant Production and Protection – Engineering 

 
For more information on the SBIR program, visit http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/sbir/sbir.html. 
There is also a South Dakota Small Business Research Center located at Dakota State University. The 
South Dakota SBIR center can help businesses with applications and assistance to the SBIR program. 


