PIERRE HISTORIC
BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS

OAHE CHAPEL

The Oahe Chapel dates back to 1877.
The chapel was originally located at
Oahe Mission about 5 miles up river at
Peoria Flats. It was relocated with the
building of Oahe Dam to its present
location on SD Highway 1804. The
construction lumber was hauled by
steamboat from Sioux City, lowa. The
Chapel was used as both a school and
a church. Oahe Mission was the home
of Stephen Return Riggs and his
descendants. Rev. Riggs was an early
Congregational missionary who served
the Indian lands west of the Missouri
River. Nondenominational Sunday
services are held at 8:00 A.M., Memorial
Day through Labor Day.

Sponsored by: Korner Grocery
Created by: Mary & Don Ward

GIRL SCOUT CABIN

The cabin was built in 1890 by “Long
Frank”, a resident who made his living
from the river by collecting driftwood and
fishing. The structure is an excellent
example of a structure utilizing local
cottonwood logs. Used for various
purposes (including the site of a liquor
still during prohibition), the cabin was
eventually given to the Girl Scouts to
serve as a home for their activities. It
was renovated in 1981. Itis located
along Missouri Avenue by Steamboat
Park.

Sponsored by: The Cookie Lady
Created by Janet McKenzie

HUGHES COUNTY COURT HOUSE

The 1883 courthouse was built at a cost
of $35,000 with the hope it would
eventually house the Territorial Capitol.
The first and only hanging in Hughes
County occurred on the front lawn
during the night of April 16, 1885.
James H. Bell, an attorney from Harrold,
was being held in the county jail for the
brutal murder of another Harrold
attorney, Forest G. Small. During the
night, a group of 30 to 50 irate Harrold
citizens broke Bell out of the jail and
hung him from a ladder leaning against
the flagpole. The 1883 courthouse was
declared a fire hazard and the present
Court House was erected in 1935 with
WPA labor and funding.

Sponsored by:Wal-Mart
Created by Amanda Robey, Glenda
Escott, Sue Trujillo

PIERRE'S FIRST SCHOOL HOUSE
The first school house was originally
located on Coteau Street and some
evidence indicates that the building was
originally the first drug store in Pierre. In
July of 1881 it became a private school
with 17 pupils enrolled. It later was
used again for business purposes. The
building was moved to its present
location in Steamboat Park and has
been restored and maintained by the
GFWC East Pierre Woman'’s Club.

Created by Jan Long, Fern Barnett,
Pam Kean, Mary Kirk, Liz Markley

LEGION CABIN

The American Legion Cabin is the
location of the VILGILANTE MARKER.
During the 1880s and early 1890s this
part of Pierre was the location of
saloons, gambling joints and “Hotels for
Ladies”. On this site Alexander
McDonald Putello, alias “Arkansaw,”
was killed by vigilantes on November
18, 1880, “Arkansaw” was shot 19 times
for refusing to follow orders not to shoot
a gun in Pierre. The American Legion
cabin was built in 1941.



Sponsored by: ECONOMART
Created by Laurie Ludeman

SAINT CHARLES HOTEL

Built in 1911 at the cost of $250,000, the
hotel was the last major structure
constructed by Charles L. Hyde in
Pierre. The hotel had 150 rooms, with
92 rooms featuring private baths. The
hotel has played an important role in
politics in South Dakota as a meeting
place for political conventions, a home
for lobbyists and legislators during
sessions. It was also a Governor’s
residence as well as hosting famous
visitors including Bob Hope, Robert
Young, Lyndon Johnson, Clark Cable
and Calvin Coolidge. The structure was
fully restored in the 1980s and is in use
today as apartments, offices, and other
businesses, including the historic
Caucus Lounge, on the main floor.

Created by Cheryl Reed

HIPPLE HOUSE

This prairie style home was built in 1913
by John and Ruth Hipple. John was
Pierre mayor from 1924 to 1939 and
owner of the Pierre Capital Journal.
Ruth was active in the state Women’s
Suffrage movement and Girl Scouts.
The exterior of the home remains the
same. Current owners are Hy and John
Young. This home is located at 219
North Highland.

Created by JoAnne and Kevin Hipple,
Lisa Mammenga, Kathy Stasch, Dorinda
Timmons, Pam Hoepfer, Missy
Schuetzle, Bonnie Feller-Hagen

Kevin is the great-grandson of John and
Ruth Hipple

CRAWFORD HOUSE

This fine example of Queen Anne
architecture was built in 1885 and
remodeled in 1908. Coe Crawford,
attorney general, lived in this home, and
Governor Robert Vessey lived here from
1909 to 1913. The home was restored

in 1969 by the Neilan family, and is
presently owned by Rosa and James
Iverson. You can see this home at 129
South Washington.

Sponsored by: The Cake House
Created by Linda Hunter

KARCHER SAHR HOUSE

An excellent example of Neo-Classic
architecture, this home was built in 1910
by Henry and Adeline Karcher who
arrived in Pierre in 1883. The exterior
design has not been altered. It has
been continuously occupied by the
Karcher family and is currently owned
by Carla Sahr, widow of grandson
William Karcher Sahr. This home is
located at 222 East Prospect.

Created by Gayle VanCamp

THE LUSTRON HOUSE

This steel home located at 1123 East
Capitol is an example of mass produced
homes by the Lustron Corporation to
help with the housing shortage after
World War Il. The exterior and interior
walls are of shiny porcelain-enameled
panels. Thirty-eight Lustron homes
were built in the state. This home is
owned by Ann and Don Davison.

Sponsored by: Prairie Pages Bookseller
Created by Kathy Villa and Peggy Stout

Sponsored by the Pierre Historic
Preservation Commission. To learn
more about Pierre’s historic homes and
tour guide, visit www.historicpierre.com




